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• This presentation is being recorded 
and will be shared.

• Everyone will be muted to prevent 
background noise. 

• Use the question button to log your 
question. 

HOUSEKEEPING
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TODAY’S TOPICS

• Background on Confined Spaces

• OSHA statistics

• Pitfalls of confined space entry 
programs and procedures

• Confined Space Determinations

• Confined Space Element
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BACKGROUND ON CONFINED 
SPACES

OSHA Regulations:

• 29 CFR 1910.146 (General 
Industry)

• 29 CFR 1926.1203 
(Construction Industry)

2.1 million entrants annually

60% of deaths according to 
NIOSH are would-be rescuers
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NIOSH CONFINED SPACE STUDY

• 85% of the time a SUPERVISOR was present.

• 29% of the dead were SUPERVISORS.

• 31% had WRITTEN Confined Space Entry 
PROCEDURES.

• 0% used the WRITTEN PROCEDURES.

• 15% had Confined Space TRAINING.

• 0% had a RESCUE PLAN.

• 60% of deaths are "WOULD-BE" RESCUERS

• 95% were AUTHORIZED by supervision.

• 0% of the spaces were TESTED prior to entry.

• 0% were VENTILATED.
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OSHA CONFINED SPACE STATISTICS
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POLICY / PROCEDURES

• Lack of established policy and procedures 
for entering a confined space

• Clear steps to eliminate or mitigate hazards 

• Not enforcing company confined space 
requirements

TRAINING

• Ineffective training for entrants, attendants, 
supervisors, and rescue personnel

• Training that doesn’t include hands-on 

PITFALLS OF CONFINED SPACE PROGRAMS
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• Maintenance of confined space 
equipment 
• Confined space meters
• Non-entry retrieval systems
• Ventilation systems

• Management of contractor entry into 
confined spaces

• Oversight of confined space entry

PITFALLS CONTINUED
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Is the space…
1. Large enough to enter?
2. Limited or restricted entry or exit?
3. Not designed for continuous worker occupancy?

NO

Not a Confined Space

YES
Confined Space

Hazardous Atmosphere

Engulfment Hazard

Configuration Hazard

Any other recognized
serious hazard

Permit-
Required 
Confined 

Space
YES NO

or
Non 

Permit-
Required 
Confined 

Space
or

or

CONFINED SPACE ASSESSMENT
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• Determine if confined spaces exist at 
your facility

• Determine the hazards that could 
potentially exist in the space

• Implement effective controls to 
eliminate or mitigate the identified 
hazards of the space

• Determine the space classification

CONFINED SPACE DETERMINATION SHEETS
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WHAT IS A CONFINED SPACE?

1. Worker can enter 
and perform work

2. Limited means of 
entry or exit

3. Not designed for 
continuous 
occupancy
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WHAT IS A PERMIT-REQUIRED 
CONFINED SPACE?

• Contains a hazardous atmosphere

• Contains the potential for 
engulfment

• Internal configuration that can trap 
or 
asphyxiate

• Any other serious safety or health 
hazards
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• Oxygen Deficiency

• Oxygen Enrichment

• Flammability

• Toxic Chemicals

• Asphyxiation

POTENTIAL AIR HAZARDS
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ENGULFMENT HAZARDS

• Presence of grain, sand, water, or other potential engulfment material

• Mode of suffocation
• Entrant covered or partly covered by material

• Behavioral effects 
• No response to calls
• Stops breathing
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Configuration hazard that could trap or 
asphyxiate

Floor that slopes downward and tapers 
to a smaller cross section

SPACE WITH INWARDLY SLOPING WALLS 
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PHYSICAL HAZARDS

• Moving machine parts

• Surface residue

• Structural

• Electrical

• Noise

• Vibration

• Biological and heat
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CSE PERMIT

Includes:

• Identification of space

• Description of the work to be conducted

• Authorized duration of the permit

• The hazards of the space

• The controls for those hazards (equip and PPE)

• Atmospheric monitoring data

• Rescue Method

• Log of Entrants, name of Attendants, name of Supervisor

• Approvals to proceed

• Method to cancel/close the permit
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Date/Time

Space 
Description

Entry Checklist

PPE Required

Air Results

Authorization
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CONFINED SPACE EMPLOYEE RESPONSIBILITIES

• Authorized Entrant

• Entry Supervisor

• Attendant

• Rescuer
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NON-ENTRY RESCUE

• Full-body harness and lifeline
• Visual or verbal confirmation of safety
• Attempt to untangle lines
• Mechanical device or fixed point
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ENTRY RESCUE

• Trained rescue squad
• First aid and CPR trained
• Rescue practiced annually
• Provided with PPE
• Notified by Attendant
• Outside rescue services
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RECLASSIFYING AND 
USING ALTERNATE 
PROCEDURES
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ENTRY USING ALTERNATE PROCEDURES

• Must develop monitoring and 
inspection data to prove hazards

• Monitoring to prove atmospheric 
conditions must be done from 
outside the space

• Monitoring data must be 
documented

• Entry must be terminated if 
conditions change
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RECLASSIFICATION OF A SPACE
If the are no actual or potential atmospheric hazards 

and 

all hazards can be eliminated from outside of the space, 

the space may be reclassified as…
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KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER

• Classify Confined Spaces Properly

• Provide effective training

• Follow proper protocols for hazard mitigation

• Work as a team with roles and responsibilities

• Reclassify or use alternate entry to a space only if it can be done correctly

• Communicate throughout the entry

• Audit yourselves
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Connect with us for a 15 minute 
consultation.
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GET IN TOUCH:

WWW.COMPLIANCEPLACE.COM 

MICHAEL SCHNEIDER

MSCHNEIDER@COMPLIANCEPLACE.COM 
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Questions?
Thank you for joining us.
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